
Name______________________________________________Period___Date_______ 
 

Grade 6, Unit 1 Pre-assessment 
 
 
 
 
Read this excerpt from The Twenty-One Balloons by William Pène du Bois 
 

When released, my balloon instantly and gracefully rose to a height of sixteen 

hundred feet, and kept this altitude as a swift wind carried me out over San Francisco 

and over the Pacific Ocean. Before taking off, I had lain down on my balloon mattress 

on the floor of my basket house and held tightly to two handles attached to the floor to 

bolster myself against the shock of a quick ascension. The first jolt was quite a large 

one, but as soon as the Globe reached its cruising altitude, which seemed to take only a 

minute or two, my flying basket house was as calm and easy to move around in as if it 

were on the ground. I swallowed several times to clear my ears because they felt 

stuffed up while the balloon was climbing fast. I got up off my mattress, straightened 

some books which had fallen from their shelves, and walked out on my porch to have a 

last look at San Francisco. It was a clear sunny afternoon, and I must say the city 

beneath me looked most beautiful. I noticed quite a few people looking up at me. 

Evidently the actual sight of my giant balloon and basket house was considerably more 

exciting to see than pictured in the newspaper stories. I even noticed crowds of people 

running down the streets in the same direction that I was flying, so absorbed at looking 

up at me that they kept bumping into other people at street intersections. There was 

considerable confusion and even what appeared to me to be a street fight. This was 

most flattering. 



 In less than ten minutes, I was out over water and watching the coastline 

disappear from view. Several sea gulls were following the Globe as it flew off over the 

Pacific. Some of them rested occasionally on the balustrade around my porch, making 

my balloon descend a little; some of them rested on the silken surfaces of the balloon 

itself, which gave me some cause to worry. I knew the cloth, which was specially 

prepared and made to withstand tremendous punishment of all kinds, wouldn’t be 

damaged by the gulls. But the sight of the birds, their sharp claws extended, coming in 

for a fast landing on my huge balloon, scared me to death.  

Mariners have often told me that they consider sea gulls to be good luck and always 

feed them by throwing garbage overboard. I didn’t have any garbage at that early stage 

of my trip and couldn’t afford to spare any of my precious food for feeding birds so I had 

to risk misfortune and let the gulls go hungry. 

 

Multiple Choice Questions 

 

1.  Who is narrating the story? 

A) a person watching the balloon from the ground 
B) a person riding in another balloon 
C) a person riding in the Globe balloon 
D) a person out at sea 

 
2. Which phrase from the passage supports your answer? 

 
A) It was a clear sunny afternoon, and I must say the city beneath me looked 

most beautiful. 
B) …but as soon as the Globe reached its cruising altitude, which seemed to 

take only a minute or two, my flying basket house was as calm and easy to 
move around in as if it were on the ground. 

C) There was considerable confusion and even what appeared to me to be a 
street fight. 

D) Mariners have often told me that they consider sea gulls to be good luck and 
always feed them by throwing garbage overboard. 



Read the following passage and then answer both questions below. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
3. The main purpose of the passage above is to emphasize that 

 
A) riding in a balloon is an exciting adventure 
B) the sea gulls could be interesting companions 
C) there could be danger in riding in a balloon 
D) there is plenty of room in the balloon 

 
4. Which word from the passage shows that this is a central idea? 

 
A) “rested” 
B) “descend” 
C) “silken” 
D) “worry” 

 
 

 
 

 
Essential Questions 
   

5. Why is it important for a reader to identify theme in a piece of text? 

             

              

6. How can you write an effective narrative?  

             

              

 

 

 

Several sea gulls were following the Globe as it flew off over the Pacific. Some of 
them rested occasionally on the balustrade around my porch, making my balloon 
descend a little; some of them rested on the silken surfaces of the balloon itself, 
which gave me some cause to worry. 



Writing Situation  

 At the beginning of the passage you just read, a character leaves his hometown 
in a balloon. Think about what is on his mind by the end of the passage. What do you 
think will happen?   

Write a story that shows what happens next. Be sure to:  

 establish a context 

 introduce the narrator 

 organize a natural and logical event sequence 

 include dialogue 

 use descriptive details 

 provide a conclusion 
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Scoring Guide: Grade 6, Unit 1 pre-assessment 

1. C 

2. B 

3. C 

4. D 

 
Questions 5 and 6 are the standards-based Essential Questions for the unit. 
Review responses to determine what students already know and understand 
about the learning goals of the unit. 

 

 

Writing Situation: Use rubric below. 



Construct 
Measured 

Score Point 0 Score Point 1 Score Point 2 Score Point 3 Score Point 4 

Reading: 
comprehension 
of key ideas 
and details 
 

No response; or the 
response is  
 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

  too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response provides a 
minimally accurate or 
inaccurate analysis of what 
the text says, and cited 
textual evidence shows 
limited or inaccurate 
comprehension of ideas 
expressed in the text(s). 
 
Specific scoring notes: 
Student’s narrative depicts 
the narrator in a way that 
bears little or no 
resemblance to the 
character as presented in 
the passage and does not 
develop the action. 
 

The response provides 
a mostly accurate 
analysis of what the 
text says explicitly or 
inferentially and cited 
textual evidence, shows 
a basic comprehension 
of ideas expressed in 
the text(s). 
 
 
Specific scoring notes: 
Student’s narrative 
depicts the narrator in 
a way that is consistent 
with the passage but 
offers no significant 
development of the 
action. 

The response 
provides an accurate 
analysis of what the 
text says explicitly 
and inferentially and 
cites textual 
evidence to support 
the analysis, showing 
extensive 
comprehension of 
ideas expressed in 
the text(s). 
 
Specific scoring 
notes: Student’s 
narrative depicts the 
narrator in a 
believable way and 
develops the action 
in a manner that is 
consistent with the 
passage. 
 

The response 
provides an 
accurate analysis 
of what the text 
says explicitly and 
inferentially and 
cites convincing 
textual evidence to 
support the 
analysis, showing 
full 
comprehension of 
complex ideas 
expressed in the 
text(s). 
 
Specific scoring 
notes: Student’s 
narrative 
convincingly 
depicts the 
narrator in a 
believable way and 
uses dialogue and 
description to 
significantly  
develop the action 
in a manner that is 
consistent with the 
passage. 

Writing: 
development 
of ideas 

No response; or the 
response is  
 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable 
 

 not written in 
English 
 

 too limited to 
evaluate 

 

The response addresses the 
prompt and develops the 
claim, topic and/or 
narrative elements 
minimally by using limited 
reasoning, details, text-
based evidence and/or 
description; the 
development is limited in 
its appropriateness to the 
task, purpose, and/or 
audience. 

The response addresses 
the prompt and 
provides some 
development of the 
claim, topic and/or 
narrative elements by 
using some reasoning, 
details, text-based 
evidence, and/or 
description; the 
development is 
somewhat appropriate 
to the task, purpose, 
and audience. 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and provides 
effective 
development of the 
claim, topic and/or 
narrative elements 
by using clear 
reasoning, details, 
text-based evidence, 
and/or description; 
the development is 
largely appropriate 
to the task, purpose, 
and audience. 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
provides effective 
and 
comprehensive 
development of 
the claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements by using 
clear and 
convincing 
reasoning, details, 
text-based 
evidence, and/or 
description; the 
development is 
consistently 
appropriate to the 
task, purpose, and 
audience. 



 

 

Writing: 
organization 

No response; or the 
response is  

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable 
 

 not written in 
English 
 

 too limited to 
evaluate 

 
 

The response 
demonstrates limited or no 
coherence, clarity, and/or 
cohesion, making the 
writer’s progression of 
ideas somewhat or entirely 
unclear. 
 

The response 
demonstrates some 
coherence, clarity, 
and/or cohesion, and 
includes an 
introduction, 
conclusion, and 
logically grouped ideas, 
making the writer’s 
progression of ideas 
usually discernible but 
not obvious. 

The response 
demonstrates a great 
deal of coherence, 
clarity, and cohesion, 
and includes an 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical progression of 
ideas, making it fairly 
easy to follow the 
writer’s progression 
of ideas. 

The response 
demonstrates 
purposeful 
coherence, clarity, 
and cohesion and 
includes a strong 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical, well-
executed 
progression of 
ideas, making it 
easy to follow the 
writer’s 
progression of 
ideas. 
 

Writing: clarity 
of language 
 
 

No response; or the 
response is  
 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable 
 

 not written in 
English 
 

 too limited to 
evaluate 

 
 

The response has a style 
that has limited or 
impaired effectiveness, 
with limited or highly 
deficient awareness of the 
norms of the discipline.  
The response includes 
limited if any descriptions, 
sensory details, linking or 
transitional words, words 
to indicate tone, or 
domain-specific 
vocabulary. 

The response 
establishes and 
maintains a mostly 
effective style, while 
attending to the norms 
and conventions of the 
discipline.  The 
response uses some 
precise language, 
including descriptive 
words and phrases, 
sensory details, linking 
and transitional words, 
words to indicate tone 
and/or domain-specific 
vocabulary. 

The response 
establishes and 
maintains an 
effective style, while 
attending to the 
norms and 
conventions of the 
discipline.  The 
response uses mostly 
precise language, 
including descriptive 
words and phrases, 
sensory details, 
linking and 
transitional words, 
words to indicate 
tone, and/or domain-
specific vocabulary. 

The response 
establishes and 
maintains an 
effective style, 
while attending to 
the norms and 
conventions of the 
discipline.  The 
response uses 
precise language 
consistently, 
including 
descriptive words 
and phrases, 
sensory details, 
linking and 
transitional words, 
words to indicate 
tone, and/or 
domain-specific 
vocabulary. 

Writing: 
knowledge of 
language and 
conventions 
 
 

No response; or the 
response is  
 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable 
 

 not written in 
English 
 

 too limited to 
evaluate 

 
 

 

The response 
demonstrates little or no 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English. There are frequent 
and varied errors in 
grammar and usage, 
demonstrating little or no 
control over language. 
There are frequent 
distracting errors in 
grammar and usage that 
often impede 
understanding. 

The response 
demonstrates limited 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English. There 
are multiple errors in 
grammar and usage 
demonstrating minimal 
control over language. 
There are multiple 
distracting errors in 
grammar and usage 
that sometimes impede 
understanding. 

The response 
demonstrates a 
generally consistent 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English. 
There are a few 
patterns of errors in 
grammar and usage 
that may 
infrequently impede 
understanding. 

The response 
demonstrates 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
consistent with 
effectively edited 
writing. Though 
there may be a 
few minor errors 
in grammar and 
usage, meaning is 
clear throughout 
the response. 



 

 

 


